CHAP, xir.]   THE  INVINCIBLE AL  MANSOUR.         m

monks took tip the body of the good count upon their
shoulders like a sacred relic, and all the warriors,
without interrupting their chanted prayers, marched
away bareheaded, with lowered weapons, and in
unbroken order.

The Arabs reined in their horses, and kept their
ranks without moving; but as the Christian troops
moved away, they broke into the song of victory
"enjoined by the Koran : "Victory cometh from Allah;"
and at the same time a carrier-pigeon, let loose from
the camp, soared on high to bear to the Khalif at
Cordova the tidings that his hajib had deserved more
than ever his title of" The Invincible."

The Arab army had suffered enough to be obliged
to return immediately, and this gave Bermudo time
to prepare for his next invasion by carrying off the
remains of the kings and all that was most precious
from Leon to their old home at Oviedo. That city
was sacked, and so were Toro, Zaniora, Braganza,
and Tuy ; Barcelona followed the next year; and the
Christians had lost all the gains of the last two hundred
years, and were driven back into the very cradle of their
realm, with the Pyrenees and the Sierra Penamerella
once more for their boundary.

Had Al Man sour been Khalif, instead of merely
al hajib, probably a final blow would have been
struck; but at this period of the greatest danger the
Spaniards were relieved by a revolt of the Moors in
Africa, which called off the forces of the mighty victor.
As usual, he subdued everything before him there.
His thanksgiving was a noble one. It was an abun-
dant almsgiving, the payment of the debts of many
distressed persons, and the freedom of three hundred